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HOSPITAL STAY? 
PLEASE LET US 

KNOW!  

If you or a loved one have 
a stay in the hospital or a 
rehabilitation center, 
please call the church  
office and let us know.  

We are sometimes given a 
courtesy call from the 
hospital Chaplin, but    
usually we are not made 
aware of your stay unless 
you let us know. We want 
to be sure to visit, pray, 
and help meet other needs 
you may have.  

Dear Members and Friends of St. Paul’s U.M.C., 
 

     Rev. Dr. Tracy Huffman will begin a medical leave on June 1 related to 

health concerns and complications of her epilepsy. She will then transition to a 

voluntary long-term medical leave effective July 1, 2019.  Her last day in our 

pulpit was May 26, but she will be here June 2nd to receive our thanks during the 

fellowship time. 
 

      We are grateful to Dr. Tracy for bringing to St. Paul’s her faith, her gracious, 

kind manner, leadership in small group studies and the membership class, and 

her devotion to serving her church. We are also grateful to Bob for sharing his 

musical talent and adding a welcome new dimension to our worship. We wish 

Dr. Tracy improved health and richly deserved peace. Please lift both she and 

Bob up in prayer as they begin this challenging period of change and transition. 
 

      During the worship service on Sunday, May 26, it was announced that    

Bishop David A. Bard, Episcopal leader of the Michigan Conference, has       

appointed Rev. Melodye VanOudheusden to serve as pastor of St. Paul’s United 

Methodist Church, effective July 1, 2019. Her first Sunday in our pulpit will be 

July 7th. 
 

 Rev. VanOudheusden will be coming to us from the Evart United Methodist 

Church, where she has been a pastor for the past seven years. She has been in the 

ministry for twenty-five years, seven of which she served in Southeast Asia.    

We are pleased to welcome her and her husband John to St. Paul’s.  
 

 During the month of June, please contact the church office and they will put 

you in touch with Rev. Brad Lewis, or one of our other pastoral contacts to help 

to meet your needs. 
 

In Christ’s Service ,  
 

 Vicky Johnson & Fran Rayce,  
 

  Co-Chairpersons, SPRC 
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An Update from  

the Prayer Quilt Ministry:  
Hopefully you have heard about the ladies of the Mary Martha 

Circle having    undertaken the making of prayer quilts.  You may 

have forgotten or have never heard about this ministry in de-

tail.  We receive names of individuals from     members of the con-

gregation. They believe that the people whose names they pass 

along could benefit from prayers for comfort, strengthening, and/

or healing.  Often they just give us a name with no explanation for 

why they are choosing to do so. Some of the names of people we 

are given are for happy,     celebratory reasons.   

 

 Once a name is given to the circle, we begin making a lap size quilt from donated           

fabric.  When the quilt is complete, we string ties through the layers to hold the quilt together.  It 

is then put before the congregation in Fellowship Hall (the smallest section, on easels) where the 

ties are tied as prayers are said.  The prayers are said for the individual the quilt was made for, for 

the individuals who have already received their quilts, and for others that are on our hearts that 

could benefit from a prayer for their well being.  Once all ties are tied and the prayers have been 

said, the quilt along with a hand-made card is given to the person, with the assurance that the 

prayers will continue.  The cards often say "know that when you have covered-up with your quilt, 

you are also covered by prayers said by your friends at St. Paul's UMC."   

 

 We of the Mary Martha Circle are grateful to each of you for helping with the ties and 

prayers. We are doubly blessed as our ministry allows us to make the quilts, share the quilts, and 

receive the signs of appreciation--in many forms--smiles, hugs, and notes that get addressed to us. 

We would love to share those with you, if ever you need your heart warmed or need a prompt for 

a good old fashion "cry",  stop by; we have saved all the cards.  We are grateful to the folks that 

share with us the fabric they have no use for and to the Outreach Committee, who have given us 

financial support to purchase batting. What began as "what do we do now that Pastor Bentley's 

retirement quilt is done"? has turned into rewarding work. 

 

 If this sounds like something that you would like to become involved with, we invite you to 

join us.  We gather in the 5th and 6th grade Sunday School classroom in the basement, at 

9:30/10:00 a.m. on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month. We bring a sack lunch (or make 

a run to a nearby fast food establishment around 12:15p.m.). We stop for lunch and devotions. 

Sometimes we return to work, sometimes not. No one has to be concerned with how much or how 

little time they can give.  We enjoy the  fellowship of other Christian women and we share a love 

of or desire to learn about quilting (and other crafts). For More information, call the church office 

at 734-242-3000. 



We Need You! 

There are so many opportunities to serve at St. Paul’s. Take a look at the list below and see if     

anything speaks to you. We have people who will guide and work with you to help you feel      

confident in taking on any of these tasks. Thank you for your support of St. Paul’s UMC:  

*Volunteer Money Counter*  *Greeter*  *Usher*  *Acolyte* 
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Organ Project - Will you be an Organ Donor? 

Our beautiful Moeller pipe organ is in need of some over due repair work. In consultation with our 

organ maintenance professionals we have identified several items that need addressing. The organ 

was installed in 1949 as a gift of the L.W. Newcomer family. Many of the original parts are   

showing a great deal of wear from use and age. There have been a couple of projects in the past 

that have maintained and updated the organ but the time has come to tackle needed repairs. Much 

of the work is labor intensive and will take six to eight weeks to complete. It is my hope that you 

appreciate this beautiful instrument as much as I do and will join me in committing to this project. 

Total cost of the project is slightly over $33,000.00 which thankfully is significantly less than we 

had projected. We hope to begin work in the Fall. 

There is a restricted account dedicated to the organ 

and its upkeep. We currently have slightly over 

$2,000.00 in that account and you as members and 

friends can make donations to that account by         

notating “Organ Project” on the memo line of your 

check. Please remember that donations to this project 

should be in addition to your regular pledges and    

offerings. This giving will be sacrificial, but we know 

that God is good and will continue to sustain us.  

 John C. Tyner 

Congratulations 2019 Graduates! 
We wish our graduates the very best  

as they begin the next chapter of their lives.  
              

High School Graduates     Other Graduates 

Brianne Barton Audrey Cooley   Logan Plath (Ph.D.) 

Ellie Himebauch Kendall Himebauch 

Hanna Ochs  Tori Pirlot 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

During Worship we are highlighting each committee of the church so that the congregation is aware of all 

the work going on to keep St. Paul’s running smoothly, and to offer the opportunity for people to see if 

they would be interested in serving on one of these committees.  

Here are some bullet points from Ministry Moments in May:  

 

United Methodist Women:   

*United Methodist Women Pledge: United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose  

  purpose is to know God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a  

  creative, supportive fellowship, and to expand concepts of mission through participation in the global  

  ministries of the church. 

*The committee: Paula Vergowven, Mary Kay Hamilton, Cindy Miller, Susan Fleming. 

*On March 23, 2019 United Methodist Women, as a national unit, celebrated 150 years of service! 

*We hold UMW meetings in March, June and September where we have a program or speaker and a  

   business meeting where we discuss how we are serving and reaching out to the church and community.  

*Our next meeting will be on June 20 at 7:00 pm at St. Paul’s UMC. We have an exciting program  

  planned titled Women in Ministry and will have women pastors from the community answer questions  

  about their journey into ministry. 

*We have a Mary Martha Circle who meets the second and fourth Wednesday of each month at 9:30 am  

  at St. Paul’s UMC. 

*In September 9/12/19, October 10/10/19, and November 11/14/19 we have salad luncheons. We give to  

  local, national and international missions from our proceeds.  

*At the beginning of Advent we hold an advent tea program and this year’s program will be on Crismons.  

*These are great opportunities for fellowship and meeting new people. 
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Acolyte Training 

We will have an Acolyte Training Session on Sunday, June 30th at 11:00am.    We 

will meet in the sanctuary for a short, simple training session, and then head down 

to fellowship hall for pizza and pop. Anyone age 7 and up who is interested is    

invited to come and see what Acolyting is all about! If you have any questions, 

you can call the office at 734-242-3000 . 



2019 UMW Reading  
Program: 

The 2019 reading list is on the 

UMW website: 

www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/

readingprogram.  

Education for Mission: American 

Muslim 

Leadership Development: Step Up 

To The Plate, Maria Singh 

Nurturing Community: No One 

Else Like You 

Social Action: Walking on Lava 

Spiritual Growth: The Wesley 

Challenge: 21 Days to a More     

Authentic Faith 

 Many people — includ-

ing Christians — sometimes end 

up in serious financial difficulty 

because they ignore this basic 

principle from God’s Word: God 

wants us to know the state of our 

finances. Proverbs 27:23-24 in-

structs us, “Look after your 

sheep and cattle as carefully as 

you can, because wealth is not 

permanent. Not even nations last 

for ever.” 

 In Old Testament times, 

livestock were one of the prima-

ry measures of a person’s 

wealth. Today, we might be ad-

monished, “Be diligent to know 

the state of your bank accounts 

and your possessions.” Or as 

Proverbs 24:3-4 says in a con-

temporary version, “Any enter-

prise is 

built by wise planning, be-

comes strong through common 

sense, and profits wonderfully 

by keeping abreast of the 

facts.” 

 Why is this so im-

portant? As managers, we are 

responsible for what God has 

entrusted to us. Part of that re-

sponsibility includes monitor-

ing the status of our posses-

sions and making wise invest-

ments. 

 One of the best invest-

ments we can make is to send 

deposits to the “Bank of Heav-

en” by giving to the Lord’s 

work here at St. Paul’s United 

Methodist Church. When we 

do that, we are not only exer-

cising good stewardship, but 

we are also earning God’s    

approval. There’s no better re-

turn on an investment than that! 

 As you think about your 

life today, do you have a good 

picture of where you are finan-

cially? Are you keeping the 

commitments concerning giv-

ing which you have made to 

God? 

 Think about it: A dollar 

spent for lunch lasts about five 

hours. A dollar spent for a 

necktie lasts about five weeks. 

A dollar spent for an automo-

bile lasts about five years. A 

dollar spent in the service of 

God lasts for eternity. 

June 2019 - Effective Stewardship  
Applying Bible Principles 
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Upcoming Events for Eve Circle:  
 

Eve Circle will be sponsoring a kitchen 

clean up day on June 7, beginning at 

9:00am. We’ll be deep cleaning and         

organizing that day. Anyone interested in 

helping or having an interest in a particular 

aspect of the kitchen is invited to join the 

group. Bring your energy and we’ll assign you a job. Last year 

we finished in time to have a nice lunch together. 
 

Eve Circle will be holding their 

Trash to Treasures Sale on Friday, 

June 21 from 9:00-3:00. Donations 

are welcome and appreciated and 

may be brought to the church beginning on Wednesday, June 

19. Please remember: we do not take donations of clothes, 

and there is no safe storage area as the gym is in use until the 

19th,  so we ask that you hold off until that time. We will use 

our usual donation pricing system and all are invited to visit 

and find a treasure. 



June Worship Leaders 
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Did You Know?... 

All of the committees in church have a budget, including among others, History, Memorial, Stewardship, Music, and 

the Youth. The Worship Committee last year spent over $1,500. They paid for the altar flowers, (unless someone 

individually paid for an arrangement), the Mother’s Day carnations, and the palms for Palm Sunday. They also paid 

for candle oil, pew registration pads, and communion supplies. The Christian Education department spent over 

$3,000. That included a youth-oriented Upper Room, Bibles for the 3rd graders as well as for the graduates, supplies 

for the classrooms and Sunday School materials for all classes from children to adult. The Office spent over $4,600 

last year but covered a vast variety of items to keep the office running smoothly. Some of the items from that budget 

were Monroe News ads for Easter and Christmas, reams and reams of paper, stamps, envelopes (plain and pre-

stamped), bulk mail permit, printer ink for 4 printers as well as all the other office supplies, Conference materials, 

and the biggest expense - the bulletins.  

        … And Now You Know.  

Date:  June 2nd 

Graduation  Day 

June 9th 

Pentecost Sunday 

June 16th 

Father’s Day 

June 23rd June 30th 

Guest  

Preacher: 

Rev. Brad Lewis Rev. Brad Lewis Randy Lee Rev. Christopher  

Butson 

Rev. James Jacobs 

Greeters:  Susan Fleming    

Ushers: Karen Salisbury, 

Fran Rayce, Paula 

Massengill, Patty 

Siekierda, Mary 

Jerry Sampsel, 

Kyle Cooley, Ken         

Vergowven, Jeff 

Weaver 

John Salisbury, 

Obie Green, Mike 

McCain, Jack 

Rayce, Jim Jacobs, 

Tom Short, Emily 

Short 

UMYF 

Acolytes: Alex Roa 

Cera Balk 

Jenna Balk 

Micaiah Ivey 

Noah Ivey 

Abby Ivey 

Micaiah Ivey 

Cera Balk 

Jenna Balk  

Sophia Nolff 

Liturgist: Rhonda Schull Mary Vergowven Mary Anne Bair Jim Morr Paula Vergowven 

Children’s 

Message: 

Alisha Cooley Alisha Cooley Randy Lee Rev. Christopher  

Butson 

Rev. James Jacobs 

Communion 

Stewards: 

Susan Myers 

Cathy Tyner 
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June Birthday List 

2 - Christina Rice 

3 - Ruth Massoll, Diane Pfeiffer 

6 - Karen Miller, Daniel Pirlot 

7 - Chase Blackwell, Brendan Decator 

8 - Jim Bordeau, Brian Geal, Carol Geal 

9 - Cindy Forsyth, Kaitlyn McFarlane 

10 - John Low, Michael Mortiboy 

11 - Hunter Ochs 

12 - John Hile 

13 - Elsie Burkhart 

15 - Jennifer Brooks, Dale Sturm 

16 - Susan Bourrillion, Kurt Cawood,  

 Wendy Santure 

18 - Becky Hutchins, John Jacobs, Nancy Lannen 

19 - Michael Brophey 

20 - Susan Myers 

21 - JoAnna Jacobs, Jay Johnson, Lucas Roa-Garcia 

22 - Lisa Byers, Adrianne Helser 

23 - Jenna Balk, Carolyn Dutton 

24 - Caedan Blackwell, Katy Gnaedinger,  

 Orion Tyner 

25 - Ryan Starr, Donald Watkins 

26 - Taiya Himebauch, Wyatt Kittle,  

 Nicolette Larkins 

27 - Jonena Miller, Jill Pettway, Evans Bentley 

28 - Ken Vergowven 

29 - Debbie Beaudry, Jerry Sampsel 

30 - Eric Allen, Kelly Skarbek 

 

*Did we miss someone? Please be sure to  

contact the office and let us know! 

 

July Birthday List 

1 - Asa Smith 

2 - Sarah Hunter, Louis McMurray 

3 - Jim Davis, Cynthia Klemz, Will Paterson,  

      Laird Shingledecker 

4 - Betsy Bentley, Jerry Spence 

5 - Glena Stiffler 

7 - Joshua Ivey, Kelly Leask, Alison Roa-Garcia 

8 - Bob Paterson, William Zeestraten 

9 - Larry Lynch, Nancy Stewart 

10 - Julie Linn 

11 - Leon Burchette, Ian Saum 

12 - Marta Klemz, Carly Pabin, Jeff Schmidt 

13 - Sally Leask, Kenneth Simmons 

14 - M. Joan Woodruff 

15 - Julia Low, Allison Rathbun, Holli Weaver 

16 - Scott Cotterman 

17 - Jason Himebauch, Alexis Jay, Amy Nolff,  

        Cole Sulfaro 

18 - Molly Spalding 

19 - Jacob Gladieux, David McKay, Tanner Saum,  

         Katherine Tyson 

20 - Wayne Tyson 

22 - Judy Sturm 

23 - Jessica Hilliard, JoAnne Lynch 

24 - David Low, Tori Pirlot, Emily Wangbickler 

25 - R.J. Cichy, Ralph Fleming, Allie Hilliard,  

        Dale Rathbun Jr. 

26 - John Fedosky 

29 - Chet Bodenmiller, Don Morrison 

30 - Jack Rayce 

31 - Wendy Barton, Dolores Hasley 

 



June 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

2 Graduate Sunday 
 

9:30am-Worship with 

Graduate Recognition 

 

10:30am-Fair-well Social 

for Dr. Tracy and Bob 

Huffman 

3 4 
 

5:00pm - Eve Circle 

Night Out  

 
6:00pm - God 

Works! Meal 

5 
 

12:00pm - Kiwanis 

7:30pm - Chancel Choir 

6 
 

10:00am - Sounds 

of Joy 

 
7:00pm - Blessed 

Through Prayer 

 

7 
 

9:00am-

Kitchen Clean 

up day 

1          

Kitchen         8 

In use       
          Fellow  

          ship  Hall    

      in use from   

    2-8pm. 

9 Pentecost 
 

9:30am-Worship 

10:30am-Social Hour 

10 
 

 

11 
 

12:00pm - Kiwanis  

Board Meeting 
 

6:00pm- God 

Works! Meal 
 

7:00pm - Mission 

Trip Meeting 

12 

 

12:00pm-Kiwanis 

 

13 
 

10am-Sounds of 

Joy 

 

7:00pm-Blessed  

Through Prayer 

14 
 

 

15 

16 Father’s Day 
 

9:30am-Worship 

10:30am-Social Hour 

17 
 

7:00pm-Trustee 

Meeting 

18 
 

6:00pm - God  

Works! Meal 

19 
 

12:00pm-Kiwanis 

 

6:30pm - Mission Trip  

Movie/Info Night 

20 
 

10:00am-Sounds of 

Joy 
 

7:00pm-Blessed  

Through Prayer 
 

7:00pm - UMW 

Meeting 

21 
 

9:00am - 

3:00pm 

Trash to  

Treasure Sale 

22 
 

Kitchen in use 

23 
 

9:30am-Worship 

 

10:30am - Fellowship hall 

in use til 6:00pm 

24 
 

25 
 

6:00pm - God 

Works! Meal 

 

26 
 

12:00pm-Kiwanis 

 

27 
 

7:00pm-Blessed  

through Prayer 

28 29 
 

Fellowship Hall 

in use  

30 
 

9:30am-Worship 

10:30am-Social Hour 

11:00am-Acolyte Training 
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Remember in your prayers... 
St. Paul’s has been praying for the following 
members over the past month for various 
reasons. Please continue to pray for them, 
that the Lord will give them what they need 
most right now…   

 Mary Anne Bair, Bob Paterson 

 Pat Cawood,  Joyce Ackerman 

Gary Doubler, John Jacobs 

The Sl ate  2.0  V olume 1,  Issue 6  Page 9 

Transformed by Renewing Your 
Mind. - Romans 12:2 

Would you like to be all that God intended you to be? 
With God’s help you can make and maintain positive 
changes in several areas of your life.  
 

These areas include:  

Your Spiritual Health        Your Physical Health 

Your Relational Health      Your Mental Health 

Your Financial Health      Your Emotional Health 

Your Vocational Health   
 

Duane Bair would like to offer a weekly small group 
study on these topics in June and July.  The study is 
called ‘Transformed’, and if you would be interested 
in attending or have  questions, please contact the 
office at 734-242-3000.  

THANK YOU:  
St. Paul’s Friends…You have made me smile. 
You have made me cry. Most of all, you have 
made me feel richly blessed. Your thoughts, 
cards, calls, prayers and notes have brought 
many bright spots to a very long, slow (and 
on-going) recovery. You are truly God’s 
greatest. 

Love and God’s blessing to all of you.         
Judie Wiseman 

St. Paul’s Church Family Updates:  

Check here for prayer concerns, updated addresses, and other information  

about your St. Paul’s church family.  

St. Paul’s Staff:  
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Tracy Huffman 

Director of Christian Education:  

 Alisha Cooley 

Director of Music: John C. Tyner 

Director of Children’s Choirs:  

 Elise Dinwoody 

Interim Pianist: Zachary Everly 

Office Personnel: Cathy Butson &  

 Susan Myers 

Treasurer: Jeanette Fedosky 

Financial Secretary: Linda Spenoso 

Custodial Staff: Kelly Leask, Dale Rathbun,  

 Brian Metzger, Duane Bair, Theresa  

 Rathbun 

Nursery Staff: Audrey Cooley, Jacob  

 Gladieux, Ellie Himebauch 



The United Methodist Church 

Open Hearts 

 Open Minds 

  Open Doors 

Weed-ers Needed: 
 

The flowers are in and now it’s your turn! There are 614 new flowers planted 

and they will need some love and attention this summer. (Don’t worry, they’re 

pretty close together and you don’t have to count them!) The weeds like to try 

and take over, and the geraniums need to be dead-headed, so it would be     

helpful if you would sign up for a day (or more) that you could come and make 

sure the beds on the north and west sides of the church are weed-free. A few 

stray weeds also like to creep into the greenspace along the south side of the 

parking lot and pulling those out would be appreciated. There is a sign-up sheet 

on the bulletin board, and we hope you’ll help out at least once this summer.  
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For more information about the United 

Methodist Church, please visit umc.org.  

 

Our Michigan UMC Conference       

information can be found at            

michiganumc.org.  

 

St. Paul’s is part of the Heritage        

District, and that website is               

heritage.michiganumc.org. 


