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Monday 

9:00am - 1:00pm 

Tuesday - Thursday 

9:00am - 3:00pm 

Friday 

CLOSED 

August 2019 

Getting to Know You . . . 
I love Broadway show tunes.  One of my favorites is from the musical “The 

King and I:”  

 Getting to know you 

  Getting to know all about you 

   Getting to like you  

    Getting to hope you like me . . . 

 We are getting to know each other.  I DO have more names and faces to 

learn than you do but learning about each other is a process that will take time, 

energy and patience on both of our parts. 

 Some basic facts:  I was raised on an apple orchard in southern Illinois, 

just a little north of the St. Louis Missouri area.  I am a “third career” pastor 

with professional experience in education and in office support/management 

before I finally gave in to God’s call to pastoral ministry.  

 I attended Garrett Evangelical Theological Seminary (Evanston IL) and 

Trinity Theological College (Singapore) receiving my Master of Divinity from 

Garrett-Evangelical in 1996.   I was ordained as Deacon in 1994 and as elder in 

2005, both in the West Michigan Conference. 

 I served churches in Singapore and Indonesia and returned to the United 

States in 2002 to continue in ministry here in Michigan.   

 John VanOudheusden and I married just last September after a seven-

year courtship.  I am the mother of three children through adoption:  Kara 

(Indonesia), Harrison (Cambodia) and Jon (China).  Kara is married to Alex 

Lewis and is a music therapist working in Jackson MI.  Harrison is on           

disability and lives nearby in WoodCraft Square Apartments here in Monroe.  

And our family lost Jon earlier this year; his life ended through suicide.  I miss 

him every day. 

 You will soon discover that I love chocolate, Asian and other spicy 

foods, history of a11 types, comparative religion studies and any kind of travel.  

I am a true nerd, reading anything that I can find in print or on a screen.    (I 

actually LIKE sermon preparation!)   

 As we get to know each other, hopefully we will move beyond “liking” 

each other to becoming true sisters and brothers in Christ.  I am excited to learn 

more about each of you and this welcoming congregation! 

 Blessings, 

  Pastor Melodye 

                                                                                    



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jay was born and raised in Toledo, Ohio where he currently resides.   

He comes to us with over twenty years of experience in music ministry, across  

many denominations.  His talent in music was discerned as a gift of God at a  

very early age.  Matter of fact, his first position as organist was at the age of 15  

at Hope United Methodist church in Toledo, Ohio.  Jay studied privately at the  

Ursula Cauffiel School of Music for eight years and then refined his skills under 

the guidance of locally renowned pianist/church organist, Karen Wilcox.  In addition, he took several 

courses and studied piano privately with faculty at the University of Toledo.  Jay is very spiritually active 

in his Christian faith and thankful for the many opportunities and blessings that have come his way.  Being 

blessed means that he strives to be a blessing to others. We welcome Jay to our church family. His first 

Sunday with us will be August 11th.  
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Wanted: Choir Members 
 

Positions Available: Soprano, Alto, Tenor, Bass 
 

Physical Qualifications: Must be able to carry light musical notes partway across 
the sanctuary. Must have sufficient vision to see the director 3-10 feet away.  
 

Experience: No applications accepted from persons who have not sung, hummed, or 
whistled in the tub or shower.  
 

Wages: Raises for every year of service - the zeros just keep piling up! Satisfaction and joy in 
God’s service.  
 

Fringe Benefits: Social Security - we promise you the security of social fellowship with a fantastic group 
of people.  
 

Hours: Sunday mornings and Wednesday evenings, with occasional opportunities for overtime  
(all overtime at the above mentioned wages plus time and one-half). 
 

Vacations and Holidays: The entire summer off. The first Sunday of the New Year as a PAID Holiday 
(see above wages). 
 

Retirement: No particular age, but it is generally determined by the printed notes getting too small, robe 
too heavy, notes too high, or organist unable to play notes you can sing. Please note: inability to walk is 
not proper criteria for retirement.  
 

Rehearsals: Wednesday evenings 7:30pm - 9:00pm in the Music Room. First rehearsal date is August 
28th.  

SPOTLIGHT ON…. 

Staff: 

Jay Jacobs, organist 



During Worship we are highlighting each committee of the church so 

that the congregation is aware of all the work going on to keep St. Paul’s 

running smoothly, and to offer the opportunity for people to see if they 

would be interested in serving on one of these committees.  

Here are some bullet points from Ministry Moments in July:  

Lay Leader  

Responsibilities for the Lay Leader can be found in the Book of Discipline: Paragraph 251.  

In addition to the responsibilities listed there, Lay Leaders are encouraged to  

Work closely with the pastor, be a good listener, maintain good communication, be dependable (follow 

through on actions), support the ministries of the church, be aware of the big picture, focus on what 

needs attention, nurture new ministries, pray and support prayer for and in the church, take the basic lay 

servant course, and be a mentor.  

Paula Vergowven is St. Paul’s United Methodist Church 2019 Lay Leader. If you have any questions about 

the Lay Leader position, please contact Paula.  
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“Likewise all to whom God gives wealth and 

possessions and whom he enables to enjoy 

them, and to accept their lot and find enjoy-

ment in their toil — this is the gift of 

God” (Eccl. 5:19). 

 

Don’t you just love gifts? There is great satis-

faction both in getting gifts and in giving 

them. Since we are created in the image of 

God, it stands to reason that God also must 

take great delight in giving and receiving gifts.  

 

All that we have comes from God’s hand, but 

in particular, Solomon indicated that money 

and riches and the ability to enjoy them are 

gifts from God. In other words, God gives us 

that which is rightfully his, and then God al-

lows us the enjoyment of wealth and money. 

As we enjoy what God has entrusted to us, no 

doubt God takes great pleasure in our enjoy-

ment if our actions are in conformity to his 

Word and his will. 

 

How can we be sure that our enjoyment of 

money and wealth is according to God’s plan? 

The Bible contains a great deal of specific in-

struction as to how we are to use money, but 

this guiding principle is to motivate our entire 

lives, including the use and enjoyment of 

wealth: “So, whether you eat or drink, or what-

ever you do, do everything for the glory of 

God” (1 Cor. 10:31). 

 

There’s nothing wrong with money. There’s 

nothing wrong with enjoying the things that mon-

ey can buy. Solomon was correct when he said 

that both are gifts from God. The key is to use 

money in such a way that our enjoyment will 

bring glory to God. One of the primary ways to 

do that is to give to the Lord and his work here at 

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church. 

 

During the past few months, have you kept God’s 

glory as the number one priority in your use of 

money? Or have other things taken the place of 

your giving to God?  

Applying Biblical Principals 
August 2019 



2019 UMW Reading Program: 
The 2019 reading list is on the UMW website: www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/readingprogram. 

  

Education for Mission: Unified We Are A Force: How Faith and Labor Can Overcome  

 America’s Inequalities 

Leadership Development: Weird!: A Story About Bullying in Schools 

Nurturing Community: The Same Sky: A Novel 

Social Action: “We Are All Fast-Food Workers Now”: The Global Uprising Against Poverty  

 Wages 

Spiritual Growth: What’s Your Story? Seeing Your Life Through God’s Eyes: How Joseph’s  

 Story Can Help You Tell Yours 
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  St. Paul’s UMW is gearing up for this fall’s salad luncheons. There is a great group of  

volunteers in place who are helping to provide this wonderful community outreach.  Everyone’s support is 

needed. Not involved yet, but interested in getting involved? Here's what you can do: 

 You can come to enjoy lunch and fellowship with others.  Our fall 

luncheons are from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. on Thursday,  

      September 12th, Thursday, October 10th, and Thursday,  

      November14th.  The cost is $6.00. 

 You can provide a salad. Pick one of your favorites or try  

       something new.  As in the past, hot chicken salad, Betty Salad,  

       Strawberry-Spinach Salad, Taco Salad, meatballs, cheesy  

       potatoes, baked beans, and  sauerkraut  & sausage will be  

       provided. Members of the UMW’s Executive Board  provide  

       desserts.  

 You  can join a work crew.  There are several that would  welcome 

your help. Call the office and we’ll get you in touch with Kathy 

Heatherly, and she can put you in touch with the crew leader in 

your area of interest. 

 On the days of the luncheons, beginning at 9:45 a.m., there will be volunteers at the parking lot 

door to take your salad into the kitchen for you. You may also bring your salad to the church on  

Wednesday evenings between 5:00 and 7:00 p.m. (if there is choir practice and/or Christ’s Kids). 

 Rada Cutlery, dish cloths, potholders, soup cozies and other hand-made items will again be  

available for purchase at the UMW sales table. If you have garden produce that you would like to  

contribute to our luncheon extras, please bring it to the church Wednesday evening or Thursday morning. 

Your produce will be put out on a table and individuals can take it for a donation. All monies raised will 

benefit the chosen missions of St. Paul’s  UMW. 

 These groups have been selected to receive moneys earned this year:  The St. Paul’s Organ 

Fund,  Paula’s House, Anti-Human Trafficking, Gabby’s Ladder, Red Bird Christian Mission School, and 

United Methodist Community House in Grand Rapids. Two will be chosen each month to receive a portion 

of the money raised, 

 Please join us as we provide a community outreach and have a rewarding time working along side 

the great folks of St. Paul’s.  

    Sue & Kathy, St. Paul’s United Methodist Women 



August Worship Leaders 
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Organ Project: 
Will you be an Organ Donor? 

Our beautiful Moeller pipe organ is in need of some over due repair work. In consultation with our 

organ maintenance professionals we have identified several items that need addressing. The organ 

was installed in 1949 as a gift of the L.W. Newcomer family. Many of the original parts are   

showing a great deal of wear from use and age. There have been a couple of projects in the past 

that have maintained and updated the organ but the time has come to tackle needed repairs. Much 

of the work is labor intensive and will take six to eight weeks to complete. It is my hope that you 

appreciate this beautiful instrument as much as I do 

and will join me in committing to this project. Total 

cost of the project is slightly over $33,000.00 which 

thankfully is significantly less than we had   projected. 

We hope to begin work in the Fall. There is a restrict-

ed account dedicated to the organ and its    upkeep. 

We currently have slightly over $2,000.00 in that ac-

count and you as members and friends can make do-

nations to that account by notating “Organ Project” on 

the memo line of your check. Please      remember that 

donations to this project should be in addition to your 

regular pledges and offerings. This giving will be sac-

rificial, but we know that God is good and will contin-

ue to sustain us.  

 John C. Tyner 

Date:  August 4th 

9:30am 

August 11th 

9:30am 

August 18th 

9:30am 

August 25th 

9:30am 

Greeters: Mary Anne Bair Pat Brown   

Ushers: Jerry Sampsel, Kyle 

Cooley, Jeff Weaver, 

Ken Vergowven 

John Salisbury, Obie 

Green, Mike McCain, 

Jack Rayce, Jim     

Jacobs, Tom Myers 

Emily Short,  

Tom Short 

Tom Paterson, Bob 

Paterson, Jerry 

Spence, Will  

Paterson 

Acolytes: Cera Balk & Jenna 

Balk 

Jack Benavente & 

Kate Benavente 

Sophia Nolff & 

Caitlin Nolff 

Joseph Dinwoody & 

Jimmy Maylen 

Liturgist: Mary Kay Hamilton Duane Bair Michelle Davis Ann Nickel-Swinkey 

Communion Stewards:   



Page 6 The Sl ate  2.0  V olume 1,  Issue 8  

August Birthday List 

1 - Titus Hunter, Robin Simonson 

2 - Susan Fleming, Mary Kay Hamilton 

5 - Karen Volpi 

6 - Nancy Bomia, Mary Heatherly, Tom Klemz 

7 - Alisha Cooley, William Pierce 

8 - Alex Roa-Garcia 

9 - Brian Metzger 

10 - Judy Himebauch, Lisa Polczynski 

11 - Emmett Mehki 

12 - Andrew Polczynski 

12 - Grace Paterson 

14 - Harrison Tyner 

15 - Kyle Collins, Kelly McCain 

16 - Rachel Baker 

17 - Kayleigh Kittle 

19 - Norma Huntley 

21 - Anthony Morr 

22 - Trey Hunter 

24 - Joyce Ackerman 

25 - Pam Gilbertson, Brad Lewis,  

       Marilyn Shingledecker, Rhonda Shull,  

       Ronald Stiffler, Barb Sampsel 

27 - Xander Leask, George Low 

28 - Dave Gnaedinger 

29 - Hugo Benavente, Leighton Vergowven 

31 - Hanna Ochs 

 

 

 

 

 

September Birthday List 

1 - Connie Lass, Kaitlyn Leask 

3 - Julie Everly-Banfield 

7 - Vicky Johnson, Chris Kull, Phillip Skarbek 

8 - Jason Ivey, John Tyner 

9 - Jeff Clute, Jennifer Lee, Thomas Short 

12 - Jane Drumm, Ken Jaynes, Isaac Merman 

13 - Josh Thompson 

14 - Alyssa LaRoy, Laurie Revere 

15 - Cathy Tyner 

16 - Jenni Johnson 

17 - Al Brooks, Robert Jacques 

21 - Marilyn Gensler, Bob Miller 

22 - Paul Revere 

25 - Jeffrey Linn, Matt Tyner 

26 - Anya Jacobs, Jerry Johnson, Karen Salisbury 

27 - Linda Larkins, Emily Myers 

28 - Frank Demarco 

 

*Did we miss someone? Please be sure to  

contact the office and let us know! 

NEW OFFICE HOURS 
At the July Church Council meeting, it was decided that the church office will be closed on Fridays. 
  

Current office hours are:  

Monday: 9:00am - 1:00pm 

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday: 9:00am - 3:00pm 
**We are open through the 12 o'clock lunch hour each day** 

 

Please be sure to make note of this if you ever need to come visit us in the church office. If you leave a 

message on the answering machine on a Friday, please know someone will be in touch as soon as     

possible. If it is an emergency, please call Pastor Melodye at 517-250-1879.  



August 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 
7:00pm-

Blessed 

through  

Prayer 

 

2    OFFICE             

CLOSED 

 
5:00pm-

Wedding  

Rehearsal 

3 

 
5:00pm-

Wedding 

4 
 

9:30am-Worship 

with Communion 
 

10:30am-Social 

hosted by Church 

Council 

5 

 

6 
 

6:00pm-God 

Works! Meal 
 

6:00pm-

Worship  

Committee 

7 

12:00pm-  

Kiwanis 

8 
7:00pm-

Blessed 

through  

Prayer 

9    OFFICE  

        CLOSED 

 

10 

11 

9:30am-Worship 
 

10:30am-Social 
 

 

12 
6:00pm-

Nominations 

Mtg. 

 
7:00pm-SPRC 

Mtg. 

13 
12:00 Kiwanis 

Board Mtg. 

 
6:00pm-God 

Works! Meal 

 
7:00pm-

Christian Ed. 

Mtg. 

14 
12:00pm-

Kiwanis 

15 
7:00pm-

Blessed 

through  

Prayer 

16    OFFICE 

        CLOSED 

 

 
6:00pm-

Wedding  

Rehearsal 

17 

 
3:00pm- 

Wedding 

18 

9:30am-Worship 
 

10:30pm-Social 

hosted by Searchers 

Class 

19 
 

20 
6:00pm-God 

Works! Meal 

21 
12:00pm-

Kiwanis 

 

22 
7:00pm- 

Blessed 

through  

Prayer 

23     OFFICE 

        CLOSED 

24 

25 

9:30am-Worship 
 

10:30pm-Social 

hosted by Living in 

the Word Class 

26 27 
6:00pm-God 

Works! Meal 

28 
12:00pm-

Kiwanis 
7:30pm-

Chancel 

Choir  

Practice 

29 
7:00pm-

Blessed 

Through  

Prayer 

30    OFFICE 

        CLOSED 
6:00pm- 

Wedding  

Rehearsal  

31 
3:00pm-

Wedding 
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HOSPITAL STAY? PLEASE LET US KNOW!  
If you or a loved one have a stay in the hospital or a rehabilitation center, please call the 
church  office and let us know.  

We are sometimes given a courtesy call from the hospital Chaplin, but usually we are not 
made aware of your stay unless you let us know. We want to be sure to visit, pray, and help 
meet other needs you may have.  

Remember in your prayers... 
St. Paul’s has been praying for the following members over the past month for various reasons. 
Please continue to pray for them, that the Lord will give them what they need most right now…   

Velma Mumby, Bill Knox, Laird and Marilyn Shingledecker and their family, Mandy Paterson 
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St. Paul’s Church Family Updates:  

Check here for prayer concerns, updated addresses, and other information  

about your St. Paul’s church family.  

St. Paul’s Staff:  
Pastor: Rev. Melodye VanOudheusden 

Director of Christian Education: Alisha Cooley 

Director of Music: John C. Tyner 

Director of Children’s Choirs: Elise Dinwoody 

Interim Pianist: Zachary Everly 

Organist: Jay Jacobs 

Office Personnel: Cathy Butson & Susan Myers 

Treasurer: Jeanette Fedosky 

Financial Secretary: Linda Spenoso 

Custodial Staff: Kelly Leask, Dale Rathbun, Brian Metzger, Duane Bair, Theresa Rathbun 

Nursery Staff: Jacob Gladieux, Audrey Cooley, Lauren McCain, Carly Pabin 

The United Methodist Church 

Open Hearts 

 Open Minds 

  Open Doors 

For more information about the United Methodist 

Church, please visit umc.org.  
 

Our Michigan UMC Conference information can 

be found at michiganumc.org.  
 

St. Paul’s is part of the Heritage District, and that 

website is heritage.michiganumc.org. 


